
SB1360
“SB1360: Questions for Gaetz”
https://accountabaloney.wordpress.com/2016/01/31/sb1360-questions-for-senator-gaetz/
“This, in essence, is the accountability system that  SB 1360, as currently written, describes: It allows students 
who obtain high enough math and reading scores on a nationally normed assessment, to be exempt from U.S. 
History and Biology state mandated End of Course exams (EOCs). It allows students who complete FAA 
Ground School or obtain an Oracle Database certification to be exempt from the high school graduation 
requirement to pass the Algebra 1 EOC. Fourteen pages of SB1360 (between pages 7 and 21) are devoted to 
describing the many options for exemptions from state required assessments.

SB1360 is NOT a simple substitution of a nationally normed assessment for the flawed Florida State 
Assessment (FSA).

SB1360 is, also, NOT a bill that allows parental choice in assessments. It’s the districts choice.  Parents 
are ONLY allowed to choose if their district chooses an alternate assessment and the parents prefer the 
FSA. In districts that choose the FSA, parents are given NO choice.

According to Senator Gaetz, he believes this bill will save “the infrastructure of accountability” in Florida’s 
education system. We are more skeptical.”

“The Sunshine Solution Solves the Wrong Problem”
https://accountabaloney.wordpress.com/?s=sunshine+solution
“The primary problem with high stakes, standardized tests is the “high stakes”, not that the test is standardized. 
The right tests, when used appropriately, can be used to inform instruction. Currently, in Florida, these tests are 
being used for almost everything but informing instruction (retention, graduation, remediation, merit pay, school 
grade, etc).”

“Rather than insist that “testing is here to stay”, Florida needs a serious, state wide, discussion regarding the 
appropriate use of standardized test data. This should include review of the mandatory third grade retention, 
graduation requirements, VAM scores, the effect of state mandated EOCs on a student’s GPA, and the A-F 
school grading system. Florida should consider the use of existing, less test-based accountability systems. 
Rather than enacting new laws, existing laws with unintended negative consequences should be repealed. 
REAL education experts, and not just those from the Foundation for Excellence in Education, should be 
involved.”
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SB1714
“COMPETENCY BASED EDUCATION: Destroying Public Schools One Profitable Data Point at a Time”
https://accountabaloney.wordpress.com/2016/01/26/competen-
cy-based-education-destroying-public-schools-one-profitable-data-point-at-a-time/

“Last week, the Senate Education Committee voted favorably on SB1714. This bill allows for Competency 
Based Education pilot programs, funded by massive grants from the Gates Foundation, in Lake and Pinellas 
County and at P.K. Yonge. An amendment was added allowing Commissioner Stewart to expand the program 
to other counties. They are expanding the program before they have any data on its effectiveness. By 
2022 every single school in Lake County will be converted to CBE.

In Florida, to my knowledge, There has never been a legislative workshop devoted to even discussing 
what CBE involves. CBE is a data driven education system that follows a set of prescribed standards and 
requires demonstration of “competency” before advancement. It has embedded testing within the curriculum 
that collects hidden streams of data via unknown algorithms. Stealth, continuous data–collected by vendors, 
can be shared with third parties–parental consent not needed.

The goal is to digitalize education so data can be collected and, remember, data is gold.”

SB0978/HB7043 
“Worst and Dumbest, the Sequel 
https://accountabaloney.wordpress.com/2015/12/18/worst-and-dumbest-the-sequel/

“When you Google “Frequently Asked Questions FL Best and Brightest” you get 
“Where did this crazy bill come from?”
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